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Legal Differences  Academic Differences 
High School College   High School College 

Services are provided under 
IDEA or Section 504, Subpart D. 

Services are provided under ADA 
and Section 504, Subpart E. 

 High school personnel have the 
responsibility to try to modify 
inappropriate behavior caused by the 
disability into appropriate behavior. 

Students are responsible for their 
own behavior, and inappropriate 
behavior is not tolerated. 

The IEP is mandated and followed. Accommodations are reviewed each 
semester. 

 Tests are often modified or shortened, 
or questions are modified. 

Students are expected to take the 
same tests as all students. 

The student has a right to an education, 
paid for by the state.  Therefore special 
programs are created to meet the 
student’s needs. 

A college education is a privilege 
instead of a right, and special 
programs are not required. 

 Shortened or modified assignments as 
well as extra time to complete 
assignments are often given. 

Students are expected to do the same 
work in the same time frame as all 
students.  When documentation 
supports extended time on tests, 
exceptions on assignments may be 
considered. 

High school personnel talk freely with 
parents. 
 

The Buckley Amendment requires 
that the student give written 



Other Differences 
High School College  

Transportation is provided. 


